S7572

(The amendment is printed in today’s
RECORD under ‘“Text of Amendments.”’)

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the bill, as
amended, be considered read a third
time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill, as amended, was ordered to
be engrossed for a third reading and
was read the third time.

Mr. SCHUMER. I know of no further
debate on the bill, as amended.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
further debate on the bill, as amended?

Hearing none, the bill having been
read the third time, the question is,
Shall the bill pass?

The bill (S. 1064), as amended, was
passed.

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the mo-
tion to reconsider be considered made
and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——

ORDERS FOR TUESDAY,
NOVEMBER 2, 2021

Mr. SCHUMER. Finally, Madam
President, I ask unanimous consent
that when the Senate completes its
business today, it adjourn until 10 a.m.,
Tuesday, November 2; that following
the prayer and pledge, the morning
hour be deemed expired, the Journal of
proceedings be approved to date, the
time for the two leaders be reserved for
their use later in the day, and morning
business be closed; that upon the con-
clusion of morning business, the Sen-
ate proceed to executive session to re-
sume consideration of the Davidson
nomination; further, that notwith-
standing rule XXII, at 11 a.m., the Sen-
ate vote on cloture on the Davidson,
Harris, and Coleman nominations in
the order listed; and that following the
cloture vote on the Coleman nomina-
tion, the Senate recess until 2:15 p.m.
to allow for the weekly caucus meet-
ings; further, that at 2:20 p.m., the Sen-
ate vote on the motion to invoke clo-
ture on the Prieto and Nayak nomina-
tions, in the order listed; that at 5:15
p.m., the Senate vote on confirmation
of the Davidson nomination if cloture
has been invoked; and that upon dis-
position of the Davidson nomination,
the Senate resume consideration of the
Harris nomination.

Finally, if any nominations are con-
firmed during Tuesday’s session, the
motion to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table and the
President be immediately notified of
the Senate’s action.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. SCHUMER. For information of
Senators, there will be three rollcall
votes at 11 a.m., two rollcall votes at
2:20 p.m., and one rollcall vote at 5:15
p.m.

If there is no further business to
come before the Senate, I ask that it
stand adjourned under the previous
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order following the remarks of Senator
CRUZ.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Texas.

———
THE MIDDLE EAST

Mr. CRUZ. Madam President, I rise
today to discuss the growing threats to
American national security and to the
security of our friends and allies in the
Middle East.

Under President Obama and Vice
President Biden, the policies put in
place were a catastrophe for our allies
in the Middle East and a boon to our
enemies. They boosted the Muslim
Brotherhood and criticized Arab gov-
ernments that tried to crack down on
religious extremists. They gave Pales-
tinian groups tied to terrorism a veto
over peace between our Israeli and
Arab allies, and they elevated those
groups.

They pushed the catastrophic
Obama-Iran nuclear deal, which dis-
mantled pressure on Iran and put the
Ayatollah on a path towards a nuclear
arsenal, while sending pallets of cash
in the dead of night as ransom for hos-
tages.

Of course, the Obama-Biden adminis-
tration didn’t tell the American people
and didn’t tell Congress what they
were doing. Instead, they deliberately
hid that information. They lied as long
as they could about their policies, and
they developed and built an echo cham-
ber designed to drown out their critics.

I rise today because history is repeat-
ing itself, because I am deeply worried
that President Biden and the Biden-
Harris administration are returning to
the very worst policies and the very
worst tactics of the Obama years and
that the consequences are going to be
far worse.

Once again, the Biden-Harris admin-
istration is boosting the Muslim Broth-
erhood and other religious extremist
groups in the Middle East. They are
elevating the Palestinians at the ex-
pense of our Israeli and Arab allies, and
they are dismantling pressure on Iran.

And, once again, they are hiding
those details from Congress. They do
not want Congress to know, and they
do not want the American people to
know. And, in some cases, unfortu-
nately, they are outright lying.

I know that President Biden and his
administration are refusing to answer,
even lying about their Middle East
policies, because I asked them. I asked
them as part of questioning Barbara
Leaf, the President’s nominee to be the
Assistant Secretary of State for Near
East Affairs.

Over the next several minutes, I will
discuss the answers I got back.

Ms. Leaf has been—and will continue
to be—at the center of the Biden-Harris
administration’s Middle REast policy.
She was responsible for Middle East
policy from the very beginning of this
administration as the senior director
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for Middle East and North African Af-
fairs at the National Security Council.
In her new position to which she has
been nominated, she would be Amer-
ica’s most senior diplomat for the Mid-
dle BEast.

I asked Ms. Leaf written questions
about Biden’s administration’s policies
in multiple areas of Middle East policy,
as part of her testimony in front of the
Senate Foreign Relations Committee.
Her answers ranged from deliberately
nonresponsive to simply false and,
throughout, thoroughly, deeply dis-
tressing.

For example, right now, today, the
Biden-Harris administration is with-
holding $130 million of assistance for
security and counterterrorism from
our Egyptian allies, allegedly on
human rights concerns. What we don’t
know is exactly why they are doing it
and exactly what the Biden-Harris ad-
ministration is asking for.

Under the Obama administration, the
United States repeatedly, inexplicably
boosted the Muslim Brotherhood,
which openly advocated terrorism
against the United States. Those ex-
tremists were boosted at the expense of
moderate Arab allies, and they consist-
ently misled the public about their
goals.

Here, the only reason the American
public found out in the first place
about this $130 million is because the
Washington Post revealed it. The
Biden-Harris administration didn’t ex-
plain to the American people what
they were doing. It was only the re-
porting of journalists that revealed it,
and we still don’t know enough. We
don’t know the details.

The Post reported that the adminis-
tration is withholding the aid until
Egypt addresses certain human rights
concerns. We don’t know what they
are. They apparently include releasing
16 unnamed prisoners. We don’t know
who they are.

So I asked Ms. Leaf about these de-
tails. I asked about the 16 people. I
asked for their names, their institu-
tional affiliations, what they were
charged with. I also asked if they were
American citizens. And if they were
not, I asked whether they were in-
volved in organizations that push Is-
lamic extremism or anti-Semitism.

Ms. Leaf is obviously very familiar
with the case. She wrote back over
1,000 words of highly technical re-
sponses. Here is just a third of her an-
swer. That is the part we could fit on
the poster board. Lots of words, lots of
numbers, but, as you can see, not a sin-
gle detail that I requested was pro-
vided.

Of the 16 people the Biden-Harris ad-
ministration is demanding that Egypt
release, you will see not a single
name—not a one. Congress doesn’t get
to know who those 16 people are. The
American people don’t get to know who
those 16 people are. The answer from
Ms. Leaf to the Senate Foreign Rela-
tions Committee is, to not put too fine
a point on it, Go jump in a lake.
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